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Richard Nixon And The Cuban Fiasci 


In view of the Insincerity of the 
man, it sometimes seems quite re- 
markable that Richard Nixon ever 
c£me as dose as he did to winning 
the presidency of . the United States 
last fall. 

Bjjek in the days of the Truman 
administration, Nixon used to ex- 
press shock and indignation when 
stf Ae office-holders accepted gifts of 
cameras, deep freezers, mink coats 
/u<i other items. Yet It was reveal- 
>,/ ed in 1952, when he was running for 
/,[ vice president, that Nixon himself 
had taken a gift of more than 
/, $18,000 in cash while he was a mem- 
./ ber of the United States Senate. He 
explained away this gift of cash 


Castro. Last Oct 21, for instance, ;; 
Nixon charged in a televisioni de» ’ 
hate that John F. Kennedy’*, rash- 
ness in suggesting that the United 
States back anti-Castro force* in ; • 
and out of Cuba was “probably the 
fhost dangerously irresponsible” f 
proposal of the campaign. f 

As a matter of ‘fact, the Eisen- ,) 
hower-Nixon administration had | 
been making secret preparations for * s 
the invasion of Cuba for nearly six t 
months when Mr. Nixon Repressed t 
such great shock at the Kennedy \ 
suggestion that the Republican ad- * 
ministration should be doing more < 
to aid the anti-Castro forces. It was 
even hoped in Republican circles < 
that the Quban invasion could be ! 

. .1. I it IiaIa ■ v. 


, with his famous “Checkers Show” that the Cuban invasion «Mia oe j 
/ •in the midst of the J9$2 presidential sprung during the can^aign^d|-,, 
' ' c am na i vm 'One^polnt lie made was the Nixon campaign. . j. 

7 that incite olX $18,000 gilt, his Now that President KeMed y. has 
wife atm was compiled to w« 


//cloth coats .instead of mink ebats. 
// More recently Mr.'fNixon has 
7 been worried, It seems, about the 
' “morality” of this country giving 
aid to Cuban, rebel* against Fidel 


-i<r * •*•• 


along with the Eisenhower adipin- i 
titration’s plans for a ClA-spon- V . 
sored invasion of Cuba by far too A 
•few ill-equipped rebels, Mr. Uixqn.i 
is going about the country express-’ .1 
>ing anguish that, “When the chips , , ( 
V were down, we backed down." He.is 7? 

. implying, of course, that the United m* - 
States should have given air' cover K 
and other direct militaryassistance » 

)] insincere is that the . decision to 
//withdraw U. S. foreef from /the 
Cuban invasion was made in;De* 
if’ cember, during 1 the|.E»enhnwer- 
l\vlfixon administration.-? *11 ' 
v | President Kennedy. k*I 
mull responsibility for a* entire. 
m Cuban fiasco, and this wl ja manly, p 
J i and courageous, thing fry do'. By.J 
7/41 doing, so, he saved hfi*towortto» tM. , 
^intelligence and mil officials W 
if.* from being humiliatingly investigat- pr 
/§ ed by Congress. AntwKhe two per- 
y/V. sons in the world '*|th the least (\.v 
//If i right to make any crlffeal comment r7- 
/ !' at all about Presicfr/M Kennedy’s 
Cuban mistakes areyijfwight D. Ei- 7 
senhower and lUchinltNlxon. v 1 
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